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AND TRADITIONALLY
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Abstract

In recent years, sociologists of religion and re arch organizations
have compiled a picture of the sense and sensib  es of young adults.
This article focuses on three major facets of the portrait generated
from the research: young adults are (1) spirit , not religious, (2)
anti-institutional, anti-church, and (3) apathe , if not dismissive,
of tradition. The article offers a counterargument, a critical and
constructive educational response and correc u to each facet of
the mosaic. It advocates the re-appropriation " the religious, the
institutional, and tradition as indispensable for reopening access to
young adults to participate in our social and p  ic spaces.

Today’s youth and young adults and people o 1y (Silent) generation
are not, in postmodern rhetoric, radically ot! , strange, foreign, or
alien to one another. We do share a commo umanity, but, at the
same time, in some ways, we are, in the w¢ s of Oliver Brennan,
cultures apart (Brennan 2001). Something is lost and something is
gained on both sides of this apartness ... fo ich generation.
Developmental life-stages can be under od as a never-ending
process of loss and gain, of dying and rising. For each generation,
something is relinquished, and something ho fully resurrected into
new forms of life—if the developmental passages are successfully
 tiated (Whitehead and Whitehead 197¢
The thesis of this article is a rather simple
all wisdom is not in the present. He or she wt
the future. This is a core educational premis
and needs to be kept in mind in our ministry
and young adults today. Two educational p:
premise: (1) We must meet (young) peopl
We need to invite and lead them out to where they can become.
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